
NATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

GOVERNING BOARD  
 

October 12, 2016 
6:00 PM 

Administrative Center 
1500 "N" Avenue 

National City, CA  91950 
 
 

Attendance Taken at 6:04 PM:  
 
Present:    
Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Mr. Brian Clapper  
Ms. Maria Dalla  
Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
President Clapper called the public meeting to order at 4:36 p.m.  
 
2. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
  
None  
 
3. ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
4. CLOSED SESSION - 4:30 P.M.  
  
Closed session was held from 4:36 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and from 8:16 p.m. to 8:44 p.m.  President, 
Brian Clapper announced that the Board held Closed session in accordance with Government 
Code Section 54956.9: Conference with Legal Counsel-Existing Litigation-Case #14-3608 and 
Case #14-6455; Government Code Section 54957: Public Employee 
Discipline/Dismissal/Release; Government Code Section 54957: Public Employee Appointment-
Assistant Principal; Government Code Section 54957: Public Employee Performance 
Evaluation-Superintendent; and with Government Code Section 54957.6: Conference with Labor 
Negotiator - Agency negotiator: Cindy Frazee, Employee organizations: California School 
Employees Association, National City Elementary Teachers Association.  All board members 
were present. Chris Carson was present from 4:44 p.m. to 4:50 p.m.  Cindy Frazee was present 
from 4:51 p.m. to 5:05 p.m. Leighangela Brady was present from 4:36 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
from 8:16 p.m. to 8:44 p.m.  
 
5. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION   
 
  



6. CALL TO ORDER  
  
President Clapper called the public meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
7. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
  
President Clapper led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
8. ROLL CALL 
  
Yvette Olea took roll call. 
 
9. PRESENTATIONS 
 
9.A. Recognize Dolores Mujica, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Ira Harbison 
School, as National School District Employee of the Month for October 2016.   
  
Recognized Dolores Mujica, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Ira Harbison School, as 
National School District Employee of the Month for October 2016. Principal, Elena DeLaRosa, 
introduced Ms. Mujica and commented on her many fine qualities. 
 
On behalf of the Governing Board, Maria Betancourt-Castañeda presented Ms. Mujica with a 
framed certificate a District logo watch. 
 
9.B. Introduce and welcome the new employees. 
  
Cindy Frazee, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, introduced and welcomed the new 
employees.  
 
10. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
  
Mona Ribada, CSEA, spoke regarding proposition 55. 
 
11. AGENDA   
 
11.A. Approve agenda. 
 
Motion Passed:  Approve agenda Passed with a motion by Ms. Alma Sarmiento and a second by 
Ms. Barbara Avalos. 
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
 
 
  



12. CONSENT CALENDAR/ROUTINE ITEMS OF BUSINESS  
 
Motion Passed:  Following discussion, Approve Consent Calendar Passed with a motion by Ms. 
Alma Sarmiento and a second by Ms. Barbara Avalos. 
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
12.A. Minutes   
 
12.A.I. Approve the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held on September 14, 2016.   
 
12.A.II. Approve the minutes of the Special Board Meeting held on September 20, 2016.   
 
12.B. Administration   
 
12.B.I. Approve the Quarterly Report to the San Diego County Office of Education on 
Williams Complaints.   
 
12.C. Human Resources   
 
12.C.I. Ratify/approve recommended actions in personnel activity list.   
 
12.C.II. Pre-approval to hire temporary employees. 
 
12.D. Educational Services 
 
12.D.I. Adopt Resolution #16-17.17 proclaiming October 24-28, 2016 as Red Ribbon Week 
in National School District.  
 
12.D.II. Approve Consultant Contract #CT3332 with Soren Bennick Productions, Inc. to 
provide two anti-bullying assemblies for Palmer Way School students. 
 
12.E. Business Services 
 
12.E.I. Authorize the Assistant Superintendent of Business Services to advertise for Bid 
#16-17-164 for Accessible Walkway at Lincoln Acres Preschool Center. 
 
12.E.II. Ratify/approve purchase orders, contracts and warrants as summarized and 
detailed in exhibit A. 
 
13. GENERAL FUNCTIONS 
 
13.A. Approve Letter to the CTA stating the Governing Board's Unconditional 
Commitment To Cease And Desist Challenged Action Pursuant To Government Code 
Section 54960.2(c)(2).  



Motion Passed:  Approve letter Passed with a motion by Ms. Maria Dalla and a second by Ms. 
Maria Betancourt-Castañeda.  
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
14. EDUCATIONAL SERVICES   
 
14.A. Approve Consultant Contract #CT3336 with The Regents of the University of 
California on behalf of the University of California, San Diego to provide 18 hours of 
professional development for up to 15 Palmer Way School TK-3 classroom teachers.    
 
Motion Passed:  Following discussion, Approve Contract Passed with a motion by Ms. Barbara 
Avalos and a second by Ms. Alma Sarmiento.  
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
14.B. Approve contract #CT3337 with Follett for one full day of professional learning for 
the Library Media Specialists for beyond the basics training in Follett Destiny library 
management system. 
 
Motion Passed:  Following discussion, Approve contract Passed with a motion by Ms. Maria 
Dalla and a second by Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda.  
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
14.C. Approve Contract #CT3345 with A Tree of Knowledge (ATOK) Supplemental SES 
Service to offer tutoring services to eligible students in grades three through six at Central, 
El Toyon, Ira Harbison, Kimball, Las Palmas, Lincoln Acres, Olivewood, John Otis, 
Palmer Way and Rancho de la Nación Schools.  
 
Motion Passed:  Following discussion, Approve contract Passed with a motion by Ms. Barbara 
Avalos and a second by Ms. Maria Dalla. 
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
  



14.D. Approve Non-Public School Master Contract #CT3343 with Aseltine School to 
provide an educational program for special education students for the 2016-2017 school 
year.   
 
Motion Passed:  Following discussion, Approve contract Passed with a motion by Ms. Barbara 
Avalos and a second by Ms. Alma Sarmiento.  
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
14.E. Approve Non-Public School Individual Service Agreements #CT3342 with Aseltine 
School to provide an educational program for special education students #3702087 & 
#3706612.   
 
Motion Passed:  Approve agreements Passed with a motion by Ms. Maria Dalla and a second by 
Ms. Alma Sarmiento.   
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
14.F. Approve Consultant Contract #CT3344 with Patricia Smith to provide support with 
speech and language therapy services, staff support and assessment to identified students 
during the 2016-17 school year.   
 
Motion Passed:  Approve contract Passed with a motion by Ms. Barbara Avalos and a second 
by Ms. Alma Sarmiento.   
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
14.G. Presentation on the progress of the National City Collaborative Re-Visioning.    
  
Paula Jameson-Whitney and Deborah Hernandez gave a presentation on the progress of the 
National City Collaborative Re-Visioning. 
  
15. HUMAN RESOURCES   
 
16. BUSINESS SERVICES   
 
16.A. Approve Change Order #1 with Kronos Painting, Incorporated for the Painting 
Project at El Toyon and Lincoln Acres Schools.   
  



Motion Passed:  Approve change order Passed with a motion by Ms. Alma Sarmiento and a 
second by Ms. Barbara Avalos.  
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
16.B. Authorize renewal of contract #CT3179 with Diamond Jack Enterprises, Inc. for 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables for the 2016-2017 school year.   
 
Motion Passed:  Following discussion, Authorize renewal of contract Passed with a motion by 
Ms. Barbara Avalos and a second by Ms. Alma Sarmiento.  
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
16.C. Discuss and authorize the Assistant Superintendent of Business Services to advertise 
for Bid #16-17-165 for Tree Trimming and Removal.  
 
Motion Passed:  Following discussion, Authorize to advertise Passed with a motion by Ms. 
Maria Betancourt-Castañeda and a second by Ms. Alma Sarmiento.  
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
16.D. Accept the following gifts:  
 
Motion Passed:  Accept gifts Passed with a motion by Ms. Barbara Avalos and a second by Ms. 
Maria Dalla. 
Yes Ms. Barbara Avalos  
Yes Ms. Maria Betancourt-Castañeda  
Yes Mr. Brian Clapper  
Yes Ms. Maria Dalla  
Yes Ms. Alma Sarmiento  
 
17. BOARD WORKSHOP   
 
17.A. Board Workshop and discussion of fundraiser opportunities.   
  
Dr. Leighangela Brady led a board workshop and discussion on fundraiser opportunities. 
  
18. BOARD/CABINET COMMUNICATIONS 
   
 



Mrs. Avalos congratulated the Employee of the Month.  She welcomed the new employees.  She 
shared that she attended a Red Ribbon luncheon put on by the DEA and it was very informative.  
She shared that she also attended the FRC re-visioning meetings and they were very informative.  
She thanked everyone for their informative presentations.   
 
Mrs. Betancourt-Castañeda congratulated the Employee of the Month.  She welcomed the new 
employees.  Thank you for staying for the meeting. 
 
Mrs. Sarmiento congratulated the Employee of the Month. She welcomed the new employees. 
 
Mrs. Dalla congratulated the Employee of the Month.  She informed Dr. Brady that she would 
like to have a Board Workshop on budgets. 
 
Mrs. Frazee congratulated the Employee of the Month.  She welcomed the new employees.  She 
shared that three Human Resources staff are at a conference this week.  She shared that two 
SDSU students commented on what a wonderful budget presentation was given by Mr. Carson. 
 
Mr. Carson followed up on Board questions from the last Board Meeting regarding the 
instructional materials funds. He shared that the Las Palmas School curtains should be in this 
week and installed next week.  He shared information regarding Proposition 55.   
 
Mrs. Whitney shared that DAC met today and explored GATE, homework and DAC bylaws.  
The DAC bylaw group would like to change the name to DAPC.  She also shared that she 
attended the NCPD student recognition today. 
 
Dr. Brady shared good news about many staff members.  She also shared information about 
Walktober and about Chalkboard and Lifetouch Photography.  She informed the Board that the 
CBOC committee needs three members. 
 
Mr. Clapper shared that he had the opportunity to attend several of the Elk's Club dictionary 
giveaways at our schools.  He shared information about the May Time Band Parade to be held 
this weekend.  He also shared information about OneSight, which will take place from October 
31 to November 4 this year. 
 
Mr. Clapper announced that in closed session, the Governing Board unanimously voted to 
approve the amendment to voluntary resignation agreement and final settlement agreement for 
employee ID #246-060. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
19. ADJOURNMENT   
  
The meeting was adjourned to closed session at 8:16 p.m.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
        
Clerk of the Governing Board  Secretary to the Governing Board 
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